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m Great Linford Manor Park Mid-18%" century park, recently
restored by Milton Keynes Parks Trust. It once had four ponds fed
by springs. Two can still be seen, but the canal was built over the
third, and the fourth is off the towpath on the opposite bank.

n Linford Wharf This is one of the earliest wharves on the

Great %é/ 73,2 : canal, built to serve barges using the canal to Newport Pagnell,
Aere ] g;f:ard which opened in 1817. The Wharf House was a pub for many
e \ i ks i & years. Electra often ‘winds’ (turns) here to return to Campbell
N Wharf.
: S n Giffard Park Sanitary station (or ‘poo station’) for boats,
5 @ A with pub and shops nearby, built in the 1980s. On bridge 78
A just before it, look for grooves made in the iron edge on the
2 AW brickwork by the ropes of horses pulling loaded barges.
Monks Way H3 | “ i
(=1 Lionhearts Cruising Club and Brick Kilns Lionhearts
S A is a members' boat club built in the early 1970s. How
>—/Boloeck many red lions can you spot? Behind it you can just see
NESEIT \ ""Park ” two brick kilns, built in the late 1800s and recently
%ﬂ%‘ ; restored by The Parks Trust.
Corsiced Way'H4 ‘ IBJ Pennyland Boat Basin An energy efficient
residential development with private mooring
"ﬂa.,,:*/‘_’/ % £ rights. It won an award in the 1980s for its unique
"'”N . M@* : canalside layout and picturesque houses.
m W\Willen Park H Gyosei Art Trail Created in 2016, the trail has
' themes of Japanese connection (the Gyosei school
Downs > . .
Bam &2%, 3 was close by), ca‘nal history anq natural history.
= bownhead park N Q 5 Going towards Linford from bridge 80A to 79b
% 3 ~ / look out for a frog, a dragonfly, a panel of birds, a
4] bench carved with wildlife, a horse, and an owl.
XS o I camphill Community Camphill is just a short
4309 ”nport‘vuzay HEL ~ walk from bridge 81. It's a residential centre for
i P~ adults, with workshops, a theatre, and a cafe
T\ S which makes the scones and mince pies we serve
' ‘ ] on Electra. The café is vegetarian and uses
»%}‘ < n S, produce grown on site.
n Gulliver’s Land A theme park for families opened in
Cambell Park

1999 which also provides accommodation and a camp
site. In summer you can hear and see some of the rides.

@\ 274 ElAéwIa_r)és

E Campbell Park The park stretches up to the City Centre. It's

Campbell full of sculptures; spot Circle Dance, made of willow, by the

Ll canal. The modern building nearby is the headquarters of
h_\ds\w\ab 3 Milton Keynes Parks Trust.

on

Map overlay and text © 2026 Bedford & Milton Keynes Waterway Trust

n Campbell Wharf A modern canal wharf, built in the 2020s,
with a mix of housing, shops, café, pub, gym and marina. Most
cruises start from the Electra Welcome Centre by the Corten steel
three-way bridge. It's so new it doesn’t have a number yet.
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Campbell Wharf to Great Linford: A\
Past, present and future

MK
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Milton Keynes
has four canals

Grand Union Canal

o
Buckingham Canal o®
Newport Pagnell Canal

Bedford & Milton Keynes .O.
Waterway

All four canals in the Milton Keynes
area were first thought about in the
‘big bang’ era of canal building
(1790-1820). Roads were in a
shocking state, and a horse could
carry only 125 kilos. But a horse
pulling a barge could transport 35
tonnes of goods. Canals changed
our local landscape and fuelled the
Industrial Revolution.

Our canals tell a unigue heritage
story:

One canal surviving but not
thriving

Grand Union Canal from London
to Birmingham (formerly the Grand
Junction Canal from London to
Braunston), built 1793-1800, now
busy with leisure boats but largely
out of sight in the city and in need
of maintenance.

One canal reviving

Buckingham Canal built in 1800-
1801, remaindered 1961, under
restoration since 1992, two sections
back in water and a bridge rebuilt.

One canal hiding

Newport Pagnell Canal built
1814-1817, closed 1864 and the
route used for the Wolverton to
Newport Pagnell Railway 1867-
1967; now a path used by walkers
and cyclists.

One canal striving to get built
Bedford & Milton Keynes
Waterway Park, linking the Grand
Union with the River Great Ouse,
based on 1811-1815 plans for a
Beford Link; fully planned, some
structures built.

From "A tour of the Grand
Junction Canal" (1819) by John
Hassell

"At Great Linford we derived some
idea of the trade carried on upon the
Grand Junction; a succession of
barges followed each other, freighted
with the various branches of traffic,
transported from inland
manufacturers to London. Fly-boats,
heavy barges and coal-craft were
passing in rapid succession."

John Hassell's view of the Black Horse bridge at
"Linford Magna" (Great Linford)

1790-1820
BIG BANG

1820-1850
GLORY YEARS

1850-1880
RAILWAY THREAT

1880-1910
TREADING WATER

1910-1940
WARS & WORKS

1940-1970
NATIONAL NEGLECT

1970-2000
RESTORATION & MK

CURRENT GENERATION
2000-2030

FUTURE GENERATIONS

2030-2060 / 2060-2090

The story of this route

Only a few traces of 19"
century canal activity can
be seen now. The Great
Linford kilns made bricks
that were taken by boat to
build houses in Wolverton,
New Bradwell and
elsewhere. Wharf House,
where we tumn at Great
Linford, was for many
years an inn at the wharf,
where cargo ranging from
coal to cheese was
offloaded onto boats
going to Newport Pagnell.

This stretch of canal, from
Campbell Wharf to Great

Linford, passed mostly
through farmland until the
new town of Milton
Keynes arrived in 1967.

At first housing and
business turned away
from the canal, but it soon
became clear that
waterside views have
greater appeal. We pass
new developments at
Pennyland and Campbell
Wharf; new leisure
facilities at Campbell Park
and Giffard Park; new
moorings for boaters; new
footpaths, cycleways and
bridges; new public art.

© 2026 Milton Keynes Canals for BMKWT

Ten generations of canals

The history of our canals goes back
almost eight generations. For three
generations, canal trade in goods and
materials flourished, and industry grew
up canalside. Then railways scooped up
the growth in passenger and freight
trade. Canals increasingly strugsled to
make money, despite investment and
increased use in war years. They were
nationalised in the 1940s and some were
closed or abandoned.

Gradually, though, over the last 60 years,
canals have found new uses for leisure.
Today the Grand Union canal is managed
by the Canal & River Trust, a national
charity with limited funding. Voluntary
groups organise clean-ups, run waterside
festivals, and work on canal restoration
and improvement. MK Community Boat

Electra volunteers run cruises to raise
funds and awareness for the Trust which
promotes the Bedford & Milton Keynes
Waterway Park.

Looking ahead, canals can help the next
generations — our children, grand-
children, great-grandchildren — to tackle
the growing challenges of climate
change. Canals can be used to supply
and manage water, improve biodiversity,
and give everyone access to blue-green
space for transport, health and leisure.

How many generations back does your
family story go? When did you first come
across canals? And can you help to keep
them alive for future generations? Find
out more from Milton Keynes Canals, the
charity working to make our canals better
known, better used, and improved for
the future. www.mkcanals.org




