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n Great Linford Manor Park Mid-18th century
park, recently restored by Milton Keynes Parks Trust.
It once had four ponds fed by springs. You can see
two, but the canal was built over the third, and the
fourth is below the towpath opposite. You can also
see almshouses, medieval St Andrews Church, and
the stables and gatehouses which now house Milton
Keynes Arts Centre.

E Railway Walk This is a traffic-free cycle and
walking route which crosses the canal at Bridge 76A.
It follows the line of the Wolverton-Newport Pagnell
railway (1866-1967), which was built partly on the
line of the Newport Pagnell Canal (1817-1864).

[EJl The Black Horse pub is at least as old as the
canal. Look out for stop planks stored by the bridge:
these are used to form a temporary dam when
repairs are needed. In the concrete canal edge you
can see dates and depths of dredging and bank
protection work done in the 1930s so that
narrowboats could carry bigger loads.

nStonepit Field Stonepit Field gets its name from
the nearby limestone quarry, long disused, which
produced the stone for some of the oldest buildings
in Great Linford. It's now Parks Trust land.

H Bridge 75 and Stanton Low Park Bridge 75 is
original, with grooves rubbed in its iron edge by the
ropes of horses pulling barges. It sits in Stanton Low
Park, which used to be grazing land. Over the hedge
you can spot the ruins of St. Peter’s Church, the only
visible remains of medieval Stantonbury.

Bjoan's Piece This is an area of woodland
originally planted by the Woodland Trust

on the site of a rubbish dump. It is now
owned and maintained by the Parks

Trust. It's not clear how it got its name.
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New Inn The New Inn was built in 1804 as a
canalside hostelry to serve boatmen on the new
Grand Junction Canal. It had stables for horses too.
Bradwell Wharf once lay at the bottom of its grounds.

n Bradwell Windmill and winding hole This is
where some Electra cruises turn. The nearby windmill
was built in 1805 and ran until 1876, shipping flour
from Bradwell Wharf. It is currently being restored.
Just beyond the winding hole is Grafton Street (V6)
aqueduct. Built in 1991, this was the first aqueduct to
be built nationally in over 100 years. Stop planks are
also stored here in case repairs are needed.

n Billings Mural and Secret Garden The steam
train mural was painted in 1986 by local artist Bill
Billings, and has since been maintained by
volunteers. Volunteers also created and maintain the
Secret Garden nearby. Formerly the site of villas for
senior managers at the railway works, this land lay
derelict until 2007. It now provides a welcome green
space for local people.

mWolverton Park This award-winning
development provides 300 houses and apartments.
The ‘Reaching Forward'’ sculptures, created by Martin
Heron in 2012, represent the old reaching out to the
new. One is made out of rail track and carries an
early ‘Bloomer’ engine. The other is stainless steel
and carries bicycles, a reference to the former cycle
track on the nearby railway sports ground.

s .-*""'J (Giffard |
CHECTR4 - “Park [
- - L\nff)rgWhar |_ =T

T N
3 1 ,___.h__'-:.___'
.,:u Great Linford ML
Iv\ano_r Park "-

4 EE=e
T A g
“Wolverton Road g

s

3!'_'. 'h' Y l:..

~Great z
Linford 5

f.,, i ’_.
Stantonbury

KEY: Read from right to left

@ Bridge numbers N

Points of interest
O Winding hole

Map overlay and text © 2026 Bedford & Milton Keynes Waterway Trust v1.1



tHECTR4

MILTON KEYNES
ALL ELECTRIC COMMUNITY BOAT

Great Linford to Wolverton Park:
Past, present and future
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Milton Keynes
has four canals

Grand Union Canal

-
Buckingham Canal -
Hewport Pagnell Canal

Bedford & Milten Heynes | %y
Waterway

All four canals in the Milton Keynes
area were first thought about in the
‘big bang’ era of canal building
(1790-1820). Roads were in a
shocking state, and a horse could
carry only 125 kilos. But a horse
pulling a barge could transport 35
tonnes of goods. Canals changed
our local landscape and fuelled the
Industrial Revolution.

Our canals tell a unigue heritage
story:

One canal surviving but not
thriving

Grand Union Canal from London
to Birmingham (formerly the Grand
Junction Canal from London to
Braunston), built 1793-1800, now
busy with leisure boats but largely
out of sight in the city and in need
of maintenance.

One canal reviving

Buckingham Canal built in 1800-
1801, remaindered 1961, under
restoration since 1992, two sections
back in water and a bridge rebuilt.

One canal hiding

Newport Pagnell Canal built
1814-1817, closed 1864 and the
route used for the Wolverton to
Newport Pagnell Railway 1867-
1967; now a path used by walkers
and cyclists.

One canal striving to get built
Bedford & Milton Keynes
Waterway Park, linking the Grand
Union with the River Great Ouse,
based on 1811-1815 plans for a
Beford Link; fully planned, some
structures built.
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The story of this
route

1790-1820

BANG

1820-1850
GLORY YEARS

1850-1880
RAILWAY THREAT

1880-1910
TREADING WATER

1910-1940
WARS & WORKS

1940-1970
NATIONAL NEGLECT

1970-2000
RESTORATION & MK

CURRENT GENERATION
2000-2030

FUTURE GENERATIONS
2030-2060 / 2060-2090

The canal follows the lie of
the land so that no locks
are needed. It loops round
Great Linford and turns
west towards New
Bradwell and Wolverton.

It offers sights from seven
centuries, from medieval
villages to Victorian towns
to the new Oakridge Park
development.

Building the canal was not
without problems. In the
1790s the Uthwatts of
Great Linford Manor
objected to the canal.
Elderly widow Frances
reluctantly accepted it in
return for compensation.
Nephew Henry remained
furious, even though he
later made money from
The Wharf Inn and the
wharf. The Grand Junction
Canal Company recorded
a breach at midnight on

13 April 1809: “Had it not
been for the great exertions
of Mr Kemp of the Black
Horse Publick House, who
with great promptitude got
the stop gates up at
Stantonbury and Linford ...
[the breach] ... would
have made the Company
ligble for damages.” They
awarded Mr Kemp “a Silver
Tankard of a Value not
exceeding fifteen Guineas,
with a suitable inscription”.

Before long, however, the
canal helped to create the
railway which would
eventually take over its
trade. In the 1830s Robert
Stephenson’s new railway
route crossed the canal. It
was easy to bring in
building materials by boat
and Wolverton quickly
developed as the world’s
first Railway Town.
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Ten generations of canals

The history of our canals goes back almost
eight generations. For three generations,
canal trade in goods and materials
flourished, and industry grew up canalside.
Then railways scooped up the growth in
passenger and freight trade. Canals increas-
ingly strugsgled to make money, despite
investment and increased use in war years.
They were nationalised in the 1940s and
some were closed or abandoned.

Gradually, though, over the last 60 years,
canals have found new uses for leisure.
Today the Grand Union canal is managed
by the Canal & River Trust, a national charity
with limited funding. Voluntary groups
organise clean-ups, run waterside festivals,
and work on canal restoration and
improvement. MK Community Boat Electra

volunteers run cruises to raise funds and
awareness for the Trust which promotes the
Bedford & Milton Keynes Waterway Park.

Looking ahead, canals can help the next
generations — our children, grand-children,
great-grandchildren — to tackle the growing
challenges of climate change. Canals can
be used to supply and manage water,
improve biodiversity, and give everyone
access to blue-green space for transport,
health and leisure.

How many generations back does your
family story g0? When did you first come
across canals? And can you help to keep
them alive for future generations? Find out
more from Milton Keynes Canals, the charity
working to make our canals better known,
better used, and improved for the future.
www.mkcanals.org



