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MK CANALS: TRUSTEE RECRUITMENT 2026

Making MK’s canals better known, better used, and improved for the future

www.mkcanals.org @MKCanals

Hello and welcome to MK Canals!
MK Canals is a place-based, partnership-driven organisation which delivers projects that benefit local
communities and advocates for the contribution our canals can make to environmental sustainability.

We have made a strong start in our first two years and have ambitious plans for the future. Read our
Business Plan for 2025-2030 and 2025 Record of Achievement here.

We currently have five Trustees who cover the roles of Chair, Treasurer, Charity Secretary,
Volunteering Lead, Risk & Project Management Lead. To realise our plans we need new trustees to
grow with us and make a difference.

Trustees are responsible for the strategic direction, good governance and long-term sustainability of
the charity — including ensuring we comply with charity law, manage resources responsibly and
protect the reputation and values of MK Canals.

We now wish to recruit trustees with skills and experience to lead in the following areas:

e Marketing & Communications

e  Fundraising & Income Generation
e Youth & Community Engagement
e Environment & Biodiversity

e Safeguarding

Role descriptions are available here for each of these trustee positions.

Who are we looking for?
We are committed to building a more diverse board and particularly welcome interest from younger
people, women, people of colour and LGBTQ+ people.

We value ambition, vision, collaboration, professionalism, respect, pragmatism and impact. We are
keen to hear from people who share our values and want to make a positive contribution.

You don’t need prior trustee experience or even a knowledge of canals! What matters most is:

e A genuine interest in community, heritage, climate change and social impact
e Strategic thinking and sound judgement

e Willingness to ask questions, offer perspective and contribute constructively
e Ability to work collaboratively as part of a small, committed team

You do not need to be an expert in everything, but you do need to prepare for meetings, contribute
to discussion, and support agreed decisions. We meet formally bi-monthly, with additional
involvement in working group meetings, sometimes online.

Why join us as a trustee?

This is a rare opportunity to use and develop your strengths and interests in a new charity, to create
momentum that delivers a better, more sustainable future for MK’s canals. Trusteeship is a strategic
role and your insight, judgement and perspective will influence the organisation’s future.

Milton Keynes Canals (MK Canals) is a registered charity in England and Wales, number 1208322.
Registered address: 7 Buckingham Road, Akeley, Buckingham, MK18 S5HL
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What’s in it for you?
Your contribution as a Trustee will directly help you to:

e Create a lasting legacy: help secure lasting environmental and public amenity improvements
for generations to come, shaping decisions that last decades, not months.

e Make real community impact: develop Milton Keynes’ canals a resource for supporting
wellbeing, inclusion, social connection and environmental sustainability.

e Blend heritage and purpose: use the story and heritage of our canals to protect them for the
future and sustain community benefit in times of growing climate change.

e Have genuine influence: play an active role in setting strategy, priorities and future direction
for our organisation as an emerging local, regional, and national partner.

e Learn and grow: develop experience in governance, heritage, sustainability, community
development and charity leadership.

Your time commitment and the support we provide

MK Canals is a volunteer led and run charity, with no paid staff. Trustees normally undertake
supplementary roles in addition to the core role of trustee, working with volunteers and contractors
(see specific role descriptions). We estimate that trusteeship takes around 150 hours a year.

We aim to make all trustees feel supported and valued. You'll join a committed board and a growing
group of volunteers. New trustees receive a structured induction and briefings on the charity’s work
and governance, access to key guidance on trustee responsibilities, ongoing support from the
colleagues ,and regular opportunities for reflection and development.

Reasonable out-of-pocket expenses may be reimbursed in line with our expenses policy.

Appointments are made for 3 years, renewable for a maximum of 3 terms without a break.

How to apply

We welcome informal conversations with anyone interested in learning more about the roles
available before applying. Contact Jane Wolfson, our Trustee with responsibility for Volunteering, to
arrange a first chat with one of the Trustees. jane.wolfson@mkcanals.org

To apply please email her your CV and a short letter explaining:

a) why you would like to be a trustee at MK Canals
b) what skills and experience you would bring to this role
c) what you would hope to get from this role

The recruitment and selection process

Roles are being advertised on a rolling basis through the autumn, with interviews from September
and formal appointments by April 2027. All Trustees will review all applications and a small panel will
undertake interviews and take up references for selected candidates.

Successful candidates for trustee roles will be invited to attend one or two board meetings as an
observer, before formal appointment. This helps us to ensure that we are right for each other. On
appointment Trustees are required to sign an eligibility declaration and Code of Conduct.

Becoming a trustee is an opportunity to help enhance historic environments, strengthen a
community organisation and play a meaningful role in shaping what comes next.

Not sure you’re ready to become a trustee?

Lead Volunteer and Volunteer opportunities will shortly become available in all aspects of the
charity’s work, and these may offer you a developmental route to becoming a trustee in future. If
you're interested in us, we'll look forward to talking with you! Please contact Jane Wolfson as above.
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