New Bradwell to
Cosgrove Lock
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Electra cruises start from Wolverton Park. Some cross
the old Iron Trunk aqueduct to Cosgrove. Others stay
within the boundaries of Wolverton, from the Galleon
pub to the new aqueduct in New Bradwell.

[Ell Bradwell Windmill, winding hole and aqueduct
The windmill was built in 1805 and ran until 1876,
shipping flour from Bradwell Wharf by the New Inn. It
is currently being restored. Just beyond the winding
hole is Grafton Street (V6) aqueduct, built in 1991.

E Billings Mural and Secret Garden The steam
train mural was painted in 1986 by local artist Bill
Billings, and has since been maintained by volunteers.
Volunteers also created and maintain the Secret
Garden nearby, which was once the site of villas for
senior managers at the Wolverton railway works.

Wolverton Park This award-winning development
provides 300 houses and apartments, some of which
are in converted railway sheds. The ‘Reaching
Forward’ sculptures, created by Martin Heron in 2012,
represent the old reaching out to the new.

n Stephenson’s railway bridge The bridge was built
in 1834 and is now a grade 2 listed building. It is made
of 16 cast iron beams (home to many pigeons). It
supported the London to Birmingham line, which ran
through the railway works, until a bypass was built in
1882.

[E Wolverton Works When the London to
Birmingham railway was approved in 1833 it was
thought unsafe for trains to travel more than 50 miles
without being inspected. Wolverton, at the mid-point,
was an ideal location for
maintaining and building
trains, which included
many Royal carriages.
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The railway works were extensive, and while some
have since found new uses, others remain derelict.

B Galleon Wharf After the Wolverton Works the
canal enters a deep cutting through higher land
before it reaches The Galleon pub, also a grade 2
listed building. The wharf is now a site waiting for
redevelopment.

Iron Trunk Aqueduct The River Great Ouse runs
12m below the canal. The Iron Trunk is the oldest
wide iron aqueduct in the country, builtin 1811 to
make canal travel faster and cheaper. There are steps
down from the towpath to a horse tunnel which now
connects the canal to surrounding parkland. There
you can see remains of some of locks that the
aqueduct replaced.

n Floodplain Forest Nature Reserve Gravel
workings in the Ouse Valley have been developed by
The Parks Trust into a Floodplain Forest, which you
can see from the Aqueduct. There are footpaths,
bridges and boardwalks, and it's great for bird
watching. Konica ponies, originating from Poland,
graze here. The current Wetland Arc project will
create a community-led plan to improve biodiversity
and public access.

n Buckingham Canal The Buckingham Arm of the
Grand Union Canal starts just above the lock, which
marks the end of the lock-free Milton Keynes ‘pound'.
Completed in 1801, the canal was finally remaindered
in 1961. Buckingham Canal Society has been working
since 1992 to restore it.

m Cosgrove Cosgrove Lake and Leisure Park lie just
beyond the towpath, and the Barley Mow pub is a
short way above the lock. A narrow horse tunnel
connects the village, which was divided when the
canal was built.
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New Bradwell to Cosgrove Lock:
Past, present and future
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Milton Keynes
has four canals

Grand Union Canal

o
Buckingham Canal o®
Newport Pagnell Canal

Bedford & Milton Keynes .0.
Waterway

All four canals in the Milton Keynes
area were first thought about in the
‘big bang’ era of canal building
(1790-1820). Roads were in a
shocking state, and a horse could
carry only 125 kilos. But a horse
pulling a barge could transport 35
tonnes of goods. Canals changed
our local landscape and fuelled the
Industrial Revolution.

Our canals tell a unigue heritage
story:

One canal surviving but not
thriving

Grand Union Canal from London
to Birmingham (formerly the Grand
Junction Canal from London to
Braunston), built 1793-1800, now
busy with leisure boats but largely
out of sight in the city and in need
of maintenance.

One canal reviving

Buckingham Canal built in 1800-
1801, remaindered 1961, under
restoration since 1992, two sections
back in water and a bridge rebuilt.

One canal hiding

Newport Pagnell Canal built
1814-1817, closed 1864 and the
route used for the Wolverton to
Newport Pagnell Railway 1867-
1967; now a path used by walkers
and cyclists.

One canal striving to get built
Bedford & Milton Keynes
Waterway Park, linking the Grand
Union with the River Great Ouse,
based on 1811-1815 plans for a
Beford Link; fully planned, some
structures built.

vilely paved.”

From “A tour of the Grand Junction
Canal” (1819) by John Hassell

“The country here burst upon us with
peculiar beauty ... The component
parts of the scenery about Woolverton
are truly picturesque, and afford a
variety of subjects for the pencil.”

“A mile from hence we enter Stony-
Stratford ... a populous and well-
frequented market-town, but it is most

John Hassell’s Canal view looking towards

Cosgrove [from what is now The Galleon bridge]
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The story of this route

Before Wolverton was a
railway town, it was a canal
village (now called Old
Wolverton). After the canal
opened in 1800, freight trade
grew rapidly and a wharf and
inn were built (The Wharf
House, later The Locomotive,
now The Galleon).

Crossing the River Great Ouse
valley was a big construction
challenge. A set of locks was
replaced by a brick structure
which collapsed, raising fears
that Stony Stratford would be
flooded. A wooden structure
was used while the Iron Trunk
was cast and brought here
from Shropshire. This opened
in 1811 and has been in use

so it was easy to bring in
building materials by boat.
The ‘new town’ of Wolverton
developed, with works,
public amenities, and housing
here and in New Bradwell.
However, the railway soon
became a major business
challenge to the canal. As rail
transport grew, canal trade
declined. Then as road
transport grew, in turn the
railway works declined.

The future of canals can be
seen at Wolverton Park, with
new waterside homes,
bridge, public art, visitor
moorings and Boarding Point.
The Buckingham Canal is a
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ever since.

In the 1830s the new railway
line came close to the canal,

Ten generations of canals

The history of our canals goes back
almost eight generations. For three
generations, canal trade in goods and
materials flourished, and industry grew
up canalside. Then railways scooped up
the growth in passenger and freight
trade. Canals increasingly strugsled to
make money, despite investment and
increased use in war years. They were
nationalised in the 1940s and some were
closed or abandoned.

Gradually, though, over the last 60 years,
canals have found new uses for leisure.
Today the Grand Union canal is managed
by the Canal & River Trust, a national
charity with limited funding. Voluntary
groups organise clean-ups, run waterside
festivals, and work on canal restoration
and improvement. MK Community Boat

restoration project focused
on environmental improve-
ment, while Parks Trust
developments surround the
canal with green parkland.

Electra volunteers run cruises to raise
funds and awareness for the Trust which
promotes the Bedford & Milton Keynes
Waterway Park.

Looking ahead, canals can help the next
generations — our children, grand-
children, great-grandchildren — to tackle
the growing challenges of climate
change. Canals can be used to supply
and manage water, improve biodiversity,
and give everyone access to blue-green
space for transport, health and leisure.

How many generations back does your
family story go? When did you first come
across canals? And can you help to keep
them alive for future generations? Find
out more from Milton Keynes Canals, the
charity working to make our canals better
known, better used, and improved for
the future. www.mkcanals.org



